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Rezumat: Scoala Centrala de Fete, conceputd de Ion Mincu in spiritual arhitecturii neoroménesti, s-a
impus in epoca prin inovatii functionale si stilistice, depasind tiparele rigide ale programului arhitectural
destinat scolilor- internat din acea perioada.

Bun cunoscator al patrimoniului artistic medieval, al repertoriilor ornamentale si a solutionarilor
tehnico-stilistice, autorul a creat o sinteza originalda ce pune in valoare proportia si volumul cladirilor,
raportul plin-gol si intreaga suprastructura decorativa.

Compozitia avand proportii ce ii conferda monumentalitate, este grupata in jurul unei curti interioare
a carei valoare este data atat de configuratia spatial-volumetrica specifica unui astfel de program
arhitectural cat si de originala decoratie.

Amplasat in Bucuresti, la intersectia strazilor Icoanei si J.L.Calderon, proiectul, intocmit de Ion
Mincu, a fost finalizat in luna august 1887, lucrarile de executie derulandu-se pe parcursul a trei ani, sub
atenta supraveghere a autorului.

Ansamblul a suferit in timp o serie de interventii care i-au alterat configuratia initiala si care s-au

suprapus problemelor structurale cauzate de miscarile seismice si degradarile firesti aparute pe parcurs,
degradari ce au afectat functionalitatea si parametrii conceptuali ce definesc acest monument de
arhitectura.

Aceste interventii succesive in principal, au fost marcate de grija pentru conservarea ansamblului,
Indeosebi a acelor elemente ce confera valoarea unanim acceptata a acestuia, evidentiind totusi si aspecte
discutabile, pe fondul lipsei unei conceptii unitare in abordarea acestui gen de lucrari.

Desi marcate de bune intentii, acestea au alterat calitatea ansamblului, ridicdnd probleme legate de
compatibilitatea acestor demersuri, in contextul in care derularea procesului de invatamant intr-un cadru
construit dat, a ridicat mereu problema adaptarii acestuia la necesitatile functionale specifice unui astfel
de program de arhitectura la momentul respectiv.



Lucrdrile de restaurare si refunctionalizare a Scolii Centrale de Fete au reprezentat pentru
proiectanti o provocare, in demersul acestora de a pastra calitatile ereditare ale ansamblului (promovate
de conceptia initiala a proiectului intocmit de Ion Mincu), utilizdnd in plan conceptual elemente reper
pentru un demers profesionist.

- principiul interventiei prin intretinere;

- principiul interventiei profesionale;

- principiul interventiei stiintifice;

- principiul interventiilor minime;

- principiul interventiei invizibile;

- principiul interventiei verificate;

- principiul interventiei originale;
Proiectul intocmit a avut in vedere:

- remedierea degradarilor structurale;

- descongestionarea cladirii de acele interventii succesive care au alterat conceptia initiala a
ansamblului;

- adaptarea spatiului arhitectural la cerintele procesului de invatamant contemporan;

- refacerea finisajelor si a elementelor constructive reprezentative, pastrand calitatile spatial-
volumetrice si atmosfera cu totul specifica a ansamblului, inclusiv a decoratiilor cu caracter de unicat;

Propunerile de refacere a tdmplariei prin preluarea elementelor de detaliu si a configuratiei initiale a
acestora, de restaurare sau inlocuire a componentelor arhitecturale deteriorate (elemente de ceramica
smaltuita, profile decorative, etc.) utilizarea unor finisaje in spiritul respectarii principiului autenticitatii,
suprapuse unei remodelari functionale si unor interventii la nivelul structurii de rezistenta in acord cu
prevederile legislatiei in vigoare, s-au constituit in tot atidtea provocari la care s-a incercat un posibil
raspuns care sa evite interventiile neavenite, incompatibile apartenentei acestui monument de arhitectura
la patrimoniul national, asigurand astfel o continuitate a organica a procesului conceptual ce a stat la baza
edificarii acestui obiectiv.



Prin lucrarile propuse, ce au avut in vedere restaurarea si refunctionalizarea ansamblului, cu
utilizarea unor tehnologii sau a unor materialelor de constructii adecvate, s-a incercat o compatibilizare a
acestui demers de punere in valoare a acestei cladiri reprezentative, in acord cu solicitarile arhitecturii
contemporane si a unui programului arhitectural cu un astfel de profil.

Aprobat de autoritatile de resort, inclusiv de Comisia Monumentelor Istorice din cadrul Ministerul
Culturii, proiectul asteapta de ani buni a fi pusa in operd, aceasta intarziere fiind mereu motivata de
argumente de natura financiara, aspect ce se incadreaza la randul lui in cea ce specialistii definesc a fi o
incompatibilitate financiara.

Cuvinte cheie: Scoala Centrala de Fete, restaurare, refunctionalizare, Ion Mincu, arhitectura
neoroméaneasca



THE COMPATIBILITY OF THE INTERVENTIONS PROPOSED THROUGH THE WORKS OF
REHABILITATION AND REFUNCTIONALIZING OF THE WOMEN CENTRAL SCHOOL (THE CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL)

Prof. Ph.D. Arch. Emil CREANGA

Assist. Lecturer Ph. Dc. Arch. Ioana Maria PETRESCU

Abstract: The Women Central School, which was imagined by Ion Mincu in the spirit of the Neo-Romanian
architecture, managed to impose itself in the époque, due to many functional and stylistical innovations,
and surpassed the rigid patterns of the architectural programmes regarding the boarding schools, that
existed at that time.

Having extensive knowledge of the medieval art heritage, as well as of the ornamental repertoires
and technical and stylistical solutions, the author created an original synthesis which favorizes the
proportions and volume of the buildings, the relation full/empty and the entire decorative superstructure.

The composition, whose proportions offer a distinct sensation of grandeur, is grouped around an
interior garden whose great value is given both by the spatial and volumetric configuration specific to this
kind of architectural programme and the original decorations.

The project, which is located in Bucharest, at the crossroads of the streets Icoanei and J.L.
Calderon, was imagined by Ion Mincu and completed in August 1887, after three years of works, under the
careful guidance of the author.

In time, the complex suffered a natural process of depreciation, which was amplified by the effects
of the earthquakes, however, without major structural depreciations. These depreciations affected the
functionality and the conceptual parameters which define this architectural monument.

These successive interventions were marked by a special attention given to the conservation of the
monument and especially to those elements which make this complex so valuable, although there can be
noticed debatable interventions, which were the result of the lack of a unitary conception regarding this
type of works.

While well- intended, they altered the quality of the complex, raising issues regarding the
compatibility of these steps, taking into consideration the fact that the educational process in a very well



determined space needs to be adapted to the specific and functional requirements of such an architectural
programme.

The works of rehabilitation and refunctionalizing of the The Women Central School have represented
a major challenge for the designers involved in this project as they have tried to keep the hereditary
qualities of the complex (which were promoted by the original conception of Ion Mincu’s plans) by using in
the conceptual plan key elements for a professional approach.

The principle of intervention by maintenance

The principle of professional intervention

The principle of scientific intervention

The principle of minimum intervention

The principle of invisible intervention

The principle of verified intervention

The principle of original intervention.

The project took into consideration the following aspects:

e The reparation of the structural degradation

e Relieving the building of those successive interventions that altered the original conception of
the complex

e Adapting the architectural space to the requirements of the contemporary educational
process

e Rebuilding the representative finishes and constructive elements, while keeping the spatial
and volumetric qualities as well as the specific atmosphere of the complex, including the
unique decorations.

The propositions regarding the reconditioning of the woodwork, by undertaking details and their

original configuration or replacing the degraded architectural components (elements of crackleware,
decorative profiles etc), the use of finishes in the spirit of the authenticity principle, that were superposed
to a functional remodeling and interventions on the supporting structure according to the legal provisions
in force have been considered important challenges for which the architects have tried to find a possible
answer which would avoid inappropriate interventions that are incompatible to this architectural
monument that belongs to the national heritage, while assuring an organic continuity of the conceptual
process this edifice was built on.

Through these proposed works, which were meant to rehabilitate and refunctionalize the complex,
while using appropriate technologies and construction material, the architects have tried to create
compatibility between this representative building and the requirements of contemporary architecture and
of an architectural programme with this type of profile.



Approved by the specialized authorities, including the Commission of the Historical Monuments in
the Ministry of Culture, the project has been waiting for years be started, the constant delays being
motivated by the lack of money, which is qualified by the specialists as a financial incompatibility.
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